
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

Adventures begin with close friends, a trunk full  of fishing gear, and laughter.

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

MARCH 2016

President's Drift                                                                                                 Gentry Smith  • March 2016

As you all know, it’s getting hot fast this year, but luckily the temperature isn’t 
the only thing warming up. The local bass, staging for their annual spawn, 
are already starting to move into the warm shallow water. Also, reports of 
trout aggressively taking streamers in off-colored Rim streams are starting 
to trickle in from those willing to brave the still winter conditions up north. 
All the Arizona lakes and streams should benefit from the heavy snowfall in 
the high-country this winter, meaning this could be a banner year for fish-
ing in-state. Hopefully, you’ve taken a look at some of the upcoming club 
trips and are planning to join us for some fishing adventures. 

    Thank you to everyone who participated in last month’s annual fundraising banquet. Hope-
fully everyone had a great time and won some nice prizes. I’d like to give a special thanks to 
Charlie Rosser for collecting and organizing the prizes again this year. The money we raised at 
the banquet will be used to fund our monthly speakers, education classes, club outings, as well 
as helping other local nonprofit conservation and outreach groups that strengthen our local 
fly fishing community. 
     With February now in the rear view mirror, it’s time to look ahead to March which begins 
with the club’s annual pilgrimage to Dead Horse Ranch State Park on the 4th through 6th. Next 
we join forces with Arizona Fly Casters to present Landon Mayer for a special two-day event. 
Mr. Mayer will make two unique, back-to-back presentations at each club’s respective monthly 
meeting. Members from both clubs are invited to attend both presentations, so don’t miss out. 
The club will have a booth at the International Sportsman’s Expo (ISE) the 10th through 11th. 
We need volunteers to help man the booth and promote DFC, tie flies, build rods, and help 
with casting instruction. If you’d like to help with the show, please contact me (Gentry Smith) 
at (480) 213-0372 or design@gentrysmith.com. ISE volunteers will receive free admission for 
the day(s) they work. Finally, we have a DFC Casting Clinic on the 26th with FFF Certified 
Casting Instructors available to teach casters of all skill levels from beginner to advance.   
Until next time, be safe and enjoy your time outdoors—it’s truly special. 
Cheers, 
Gentry Smith

MARCH
Wednesday, 

March 9, 2016
Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

Landon Mayer will demonstrate his techniques 
and on-river knowledge to fellow anglers and his  
innovative strategies for sighting, hooking, and 
landing selective trout.

Join in with the rest of the DFC Trout Bums, on:  
Wednesday,  • March 9, 2016

MARCH  DFC CLUB MEETING...

Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,  
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Landon Mayer is also scheduled at the Arizona Flycasters Club, 
Thursday, March 10, 2016
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Thanks to all DFC members that donated raffle items and attended this year’s Banquet.   Your support of 
the club is what makes it a great club.  This yeas banquet had more raffle items than any other year.  We 
had over 100 items donated by members and over 160 total items to raffle.  For the members that donated 
raffle items I THANK YOU and most off all the winners THANK YOU!  For all those that attended and 
brought all the good food the Board THANKS YOU!
     The yearly banquet is a big part of DFC in starting a new year.  The funds raised will go a long way in 
helping the board fund programs, projects and events for 2016.   I am looking forward to making the 2017 
banquet even better.  If you know of a company or person that I should contact for future donations please 
let me know so I can add them to my list.  Again, THANKS to all that made this year’s banquet a big suc-
cess.
     I would personally like to thank the DFC members for the effort and work they do in helping me 
organize  all the raffle items and in setting up the hall.  Thanks to the board members and their wives in 
preparing the meat for the banquet.
Charlie Rosser,  chasr123@cox.net

Arizona Cardinals 
Arizona Diamondbacks 
Aspen Reels 
Bass Pro Shop 
Big Y Fly Company 
Bob Day - En La Mosca 
BT's Fly Fishing Products 
Buck Knives 
Chota Outdoor Gear 
Desert Sportsman, Scottsdale 
Dr. Slick Co. 
Dyna King 
FFF  
Fisheads of the San Juan 
Frank Amato Publications 
Glacier Glove 
Gray Reef Anglers 
J. Stockard Fly Fishing 
 Jim Teeny, Inc. 
John Rohmer Materials 
Lamsoon Waterworks 
Lees Ferry Anglers 
Loon Outdoors  
MagEyes  
Montana Fly Company  
Norlander Company  
Orvis Store  
Outcast Sporting Gear  
Phil Rowley  
Phoenix Coyotes  
Phoenix Suns  
R.L. Winston Rod Co. 
 Rajeff Sports  
rite bobbin  
Rode Inn  
Sage Manufacturing  
Scott Fly Rods  
Scuba Pro  
Simms  
Sportsman's Warehouse 
St. Croix 
Trout Unlimited 
UNI Products J.G. Côté inc.
VRM Co. 
WestWater Products 
Brian Westover   
Whiting Farms 
Gary Walsh  
Tyler Stone

Below are the companies that 
donated to your 2016 banquet.  
We ask that you support them 

in your future purchase.

OUR 2016 ANNUAL DFC BANQUET
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Fly Fishing Tips
For Beginners
By Pearl O. Wisdum

Thanx, Rocky...

You will always select 
the right line weight if 
you adhere to this simple 
formula: 
Measure the length of 
your rod. Divide by the 
radius of your reel. 
Subtract the length of the 
backing. Add the weight 
of the fly. 
Multiply by two if you 
have a graphite rod and 
by .345 if you are into 
bamboo. Then ask the 
guy in the local fly shop 
what he thinks.

Our DFC Trout Bum buddy, 
Rocky Minster at Sports-
man's Warehouse checks 
over the new "PULSE" fly 
rod from Sage. A light rod 
with a medium fast action.  
Rocky also pointed out, 
"...and it's made in the USA!"  
•  The reason I was in the 
store, Rocky was parting 
with some knowledge on 
an old closed face bait-
caster reel I challenged 
myself to take apart and 
clean. As I stood around 
and mentally shopped for 
my next fishing trip to take 
in my 2nd life, I couldn't 
help but take in how Rocky 
casually worked 2 other 
customers telling them of 
the DFC gang. Thanx, Rocky!
R. McKeon, Editor

If you are new to fly fishing it is important that you maximize your precious fishing time. 
Prepare to fish before you arrive at the water’s edge. Too many times I have seen new fly fish-
ers taking valuable fishing time to do mundane things like put a new fly line on their reel. Yes, 
some assembly is necessary, but you can save your self some headaches if you put your gear 
together at home. If you assemble your gear at home you can find out what is missing and solve 
that problem easily. There are so many pieces of gear that one needs for a fly fishing trip that I 
use a master check list to keep it organized. Puerto Penasco is a good place to fish, but a poor 
place to find any fly fishing gear to purchase.
   Look at a tide chart to determine when you need to be on the water. This is also a good time 
to realize that its not OK if you are running a little bit late, the tide will not wait for you. Two 
of my favorite pontoon boat float trips are the Vina del Mar and the Second Estuary. I like to 
launch on an incoming tide from Mirador Beach (Playa de Oro RV Park) and fish it into the 
Malecon, have breakfast or lunch at the Vina del Mar Hotel then fish the out going tide back 
to the RV Park. Another good float trip is La Pinta (The Second Estuary) on the last hour or 
two of the outgoing tide. This allows me to cross the estuary and fish some structure on the 
far side. Many times I’ll get out and fish from shore while waiting for the tide to change. When 
the tide does change, I’ll get back in the pontoon boat and fish back to the truck. When you 
are going with the tide it is quite enjoyable, it is more work if you are fighting the tide or wind.
When launching your pontoon boat make sure the pockets on your boat are closed, and things 
are secured. Cameras, cell phones, car keys, and anything that you suspect that would not 
improve with being dunked in saltwater should be in a dry bag or left on land. The most vio-
lent wave action is closest to the shore in the first twenty feet. Usually you can time the waves 
to make a smooth entry. Try to go out or in at a 90 degree angle to the beach. If you get side 
ways and a big wave hits your pontoon you can get dumped and your gear scattered along the 
beach. Make sure your pontoon boat is properly inflated. Firm not squishy, firm not rock hard, 
your boat will handle better, and oar easier. While on your pontoon boat pay attention to your 
gear. Don’t leave your rod unsecured with your fly in the water while you are distracted with 
something else. Fish have been known to pull rods and reels off of the boat.
   After a day of saltwater fly fishing it is good to rinse your gear, rods, reels, pontoon boats, 
fish nets, etc. with fresh water. The saltwater is hard on gear, and fish slime lingers until you 
wash it off. Twenty little pine tree deodorizers won’t mask a fishy smell, and they look suspi-
cious on your mirror. Don’t ask. Hope this short story will inspire you to fish Puerto Penasco, 
and that I’ll see you on the water soon. Vince Deadmond The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can 
be reached at 237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com and 480 982 7461.

by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond, 
"The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy", is 
co-owner of Best 
Hardware in Apache 
Junction, AZ.  He 
is an enthusiastic, 
caffeniated, fly 
fisher in search of a 
really good cookie.  
His fly fishing stories 
are published on 
the web, in local 
newspapers and 
magazines.  His 
stories tangle fam-
ily, friends, and fly 
lines.

SALTWATER TIPS...

Here are some pictures of a sizable Northern Pike harvested (as in netted) from Rainbow Lake February 
25th. Pike were illegally stocked there and we have been attempting to mitigate their impact for some time. 
The masked man is Mr. Michael Lopez of AZ Game and Fish. The other person posing with the fish is White 
Mountain Fly Fishing Member Leonard Croteau. Thought you might be interested. White Mountain Lakes 
Foundation is also supplying volunteers for this effort. 
Mike Styvaert
Conservation Chair, WMFFC

Northern Pike...
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Membership Drive begins for 2016
Membership Drive is on!

It’s time to renew your annual membership.  Support our club activities for the next year for only $35.  If you prefer a mailed 
newsletter there is an additional cost of $10.   As an incentive there will be a special 9 foot 8 weight 4 piece fly rod to be 
raffled off at the April meeting. A Dave Weaver custom cork grip and a contemporary reel seat will catch your eye. This is a power 
rod that you will allow you to cast 10-20 ft farther than you might normally cast. Renew in December - two tickets for the 
raffle.  Renew in January or later - one ticket for the raffle.  You can renew at the December meeting or by mail at Desert 
Fly Casters, PO Box 6404, Chandler, AZ 85246-6404.   If you have any questions call me (Dave Weaver) at 480-495-2983 or 
catch me at: dweaver16@cox.net.

DFC Outing Notes from Joe Staller...

Becker Lake • May 13-15, 2016
Our May outing will be at Becker Lake in the White Mountains near Springerville.   We will be taking advantage of the fact that the White 
Mountain Lake Foundation will be holding their “Becker Best” event on Saturday, May 14. WMLF will be hosting Duane Redford, noted fly 
fishing speaker and author.  Additionally, there will be a fishing merchandise raffle open to all, and a premium rod raffle open to active WMLF 
members. And, perhaps best of all, WMLF will provide lunch to all attendees! WMLF and DFC have reserved a block of discounted rooms at 
the Rode Inn Motel in Springerville. Anyone can call and ask for the "White Mountain Lakes Foundation" rate for this particular weekend.

Besides Becker Lake, attendees may want to check out Sunrise, Big Lake, Crescent, Carnero or other 
lakes. There are also several small streams near-by, both on and off the reservation. In general, you 
will want to bring your 4-6 weight rods, floating, intermediate and sinking lines, 9 foot leaders with 
4X, 5X, and 6X tippet, and a collection of standard trout flies such as Simi-seal leeches, midges, 
hoppers, eggs, and callibaetis. You may have your best luck at Becker Lake by soaking size 16-18 
zebra midges right above the bottom in 18-20 feet of water, utilizing a break away strike indicator. 
You will obviously need a float tube or pontoon boat for this technique, but lots of fish are caught 
by waders throwing dry/dropper rigs near the launch ramp.
Need more info? Contact your trip host Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com.

Special room rates are as follows:
$81.00 for 1 person
$91.00 for 2 two people
Kids 12 and under stay free
http://www.rodeinnmotels.com/
Call 928-333-4365 to make your 
reservations.
Members can also stay in private cab-
ins, or camp in any of the campgrounds.
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Upcoming Educational DFC events
DFC 202 or Casting Clinic

This clinic will be taught at McQueen Park and will cover basics to fly casting.  This class is highly recommended before taking 
the Streamside Clinic in April.  This class will benefit both beginning and intermediate anglers.   Club rods will be available upon 
request. Please bring your rig, sun screen and a hat as it could get a bit toasty.  This event is headed up by DOUG BOBB

Saturday March 26th • Time is 9am until noon • This is a no cost event
RSVP to Tom Horvath mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com -or- Doug Bobb dougbobb56@gmail.com

Intermediate Fly tying
This class will be held at McQueen Activity center starting at 6:30 ending at 8:30 and is the 4th Wednesday of the month.  The 
classes will be held there through May.   •   This class is open to all DFC members and no cost.  Please see the targeted flies 
submitted by Bob Harrison.

Catch- Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.com -or- 480-735-9743

Streamside Casting Clinic
This event will be hands on educational event at the Salt River and a no cost event with food provided for DFC member.  Anglers 
will learn how to read the water and be shown basic techniques to fish moving water.  Club rods will be available upon request.  
Hopefully a few fish will be caught.  Tonto Passes and fishing licenses will be required.

Date: April 16th (Saturday) • Time: 8am to 10:30 with Lunch following • Location: Downstream parking area at Blue Point Bridge
RSVP PLEASE to Tom Horvath mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com  -or-  602.768.7280

Fly Tying Corner

March Flies of the Month • Articulated Pike or Musky Fly

Intermediate session on Wednesday, March 23rd from 7:00  to 8:30 p.m  from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
27th at McQueen Park Recreation Field 510 N Horne, Gilbert AZ 

Can also get to from McQueen Road, between Elliott and Guadalupe but will need to walk across ball field and past pond. 
The Horne exit is better but need GPS to get to it unless you know Gilbert roads.

This year’s tying will (try to) change to tying flies for upcoming outings. 
Vince will provide instruction for this session. The picture is representative but not the specific fly we will tie. For this session, we are asking 

tyers to sign up at the meeting or contact Tom Horvath (mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com)  and Bob Harrison (harrn7963@aol.com ). 
That will allow us to kit the material for tying.  •  Recipe and details on tying will be sent to those on the sign up list. 

If you don’t sign up, you are still welcome but won’t be provided materials.  

Questions?? - Addtional Info??  Catch me, Bob Harrison, at: Harrn7963@aol.com

Thank you once again for supporting our monthly club raffles. Your participation and enthusiasm each 
month helps in maintaining the club. And, of course gives us all  an opportunity to get in on items we’ve 
grown accustom to in our sport of fly fishing. You just never know what might show up on the raffle table. 
Now with that being said, I also want to appeal to our DFC Trout Bums to give me a shout if you have an item 
of interest for the monthly raffle. Every little bit helps us and you too will be helping others as well. Catch 
me, Frank Schettino, “The Raffle Guy” at: sketno1026@hotmail.com 
....Thank you.
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Notes an' 
Thoughts
from
Dick Brooks
Catch Dick at:
gdubby77@
gmail.com

Seneca Lake, April 23.  
Seneca Lake is a 27 acre lake on the San Carlos Indian Reservation off of HWY 60 just before the Salt River Canyon.  
Seneca Lake holds stocked trout, bluegill, bass, green sunfish, redear sunfish and rock bass.  It is best fished from a 
float tube or a kick boat.  You will need to buy a San Carlos fishing permit and an annual habitat stamp—both are 
available in Globe at Express Stop (928/425-3911),or the Circle K  (928/425-5952) They can also be picked up locally 
at Tempe Marine in Mesa (480/782-6813)  Please contact Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com for more info or to 
sign up for the trip.
Upper Lake Mary for Pike. Bonus April trip! In most years, pike will come into the inlet end of Upper Lake Mary 
and be available to wade fisherman throwing large flies.  The timing of this event varies a bit year to year, depend-
ing on the weather, run off, water temperatures, turbidity, and which side of the bed the fishing gods got up on. 
The plan is for select, dedicated members of DFC to pre-fish until pike are found, then send out a note to those on 
the list to come up the next weekend.   Please contact Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com for more info, or 
to get on the sign-up sheet for notification.

DFC April Outing(s) 2016:

Questions?
Catch me, Carl at:
carlruthe@gmail.com

by
Carl
Ruterford

2016 Gilbert 
Outdoor Expo

CARPE CARP

Desert Fly Casters manned a tent and roped off casting area at the Gilbert Riparian area on Saturday. DFC 
was represented by Alan, Charlie, Carl, Tom, Joe, Doug, Jerry and Larry.  Alan and Larry tied flies, gave away 
flies and talked to the many interested attendees. The rest of the members gave casting instructions to the 
youngsters or adults who requested them. Our instructors had some of the youngest and smallest students 
casting much farther then these students ever expected. Each walked away with a smile on his or her face. 
Many attendees were unaware that you could fly fish in Arizona. We were successful in creating a positive 
awareness of our club and fly fishing in Arizona.

Twenty-six men they showed up at the Village Inn one day Rolled out of their cars and here's what they had to say. "Were calling' everyone 
to come along to another shore. We can laugh our lives away and catch fish once more." All of us heard them calling', We all heard them 
call, "Cause we were tired of watchin' No one fish at all. Since there was no storm blowin' On the lakes at Crystal Gardens, We all ate quick 
and then said our "pardons". Ride, fishers ride, Upon your your fishing trip, Be amazed at the friends You have here on your trip. Ride, fishers 
ride, Upon your fishing trip, On your way to a catch That others might have missed.

The First Annual Desert Flycasters Carp Outing happened in December 
2015.   All participants were guaranteed by their hosts Vince Deadmond 
and DIck Brooks that they would catch a fish and everyone of the attend-
ees caught at least one fish, although someone did point out that one of 
the "fish" was really a whale which of course is a mammal.(see attached 
photo) Larry ? caught and landed the only Carp so he was presented the 
trophy at our luncheon that afternoon.  Frank S. was awarded the "Whop-
pers" prize since he was able to present the biggest fabrication of fishing 
skills demonstrated that day. WE HAD A GREAT TIME! We plan to do it 
again sometime in the summer when the Carp are more interested and 
and the Trophy can be passed along to the next recipient.

WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T CATCH FISH IN DECEMBER?

Photos by: Charlie Rosser
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Bob McKeon, DFC Newsletter Editor, Graphic Guru, Head Wrangler of Stuff, Stay at Home Fly Fisherman 
and Certified Lawn Tosser of Rods an' things.   -  Questions/Comments? Catch me at: rmckeon2@cox.net

Most of my fishing is done by reading books....
Here I go once again digging around my hidden treasures of old magazines and books. With this article, I couldn’t help 
thinking back to my early days, in Grand Rapids, MI, fishing with my grandfather and the stories he mentioned as we sat 
together in an old row boat. It all never really clicked for me until now, those stories he told, as he, recalled as young fisher-
man, the casting clubs he frequented, and the keen knowledge gained - casting clubs, in the many cities dating back to the 
late 1800‘s.        Our DFC gang has a great opportunity to take advantage of such a club within reach for all of us. Larry Allen 
and the Rio Salado Casting Club (RSCC) is staging such events where one can hone in on fly casting skills to targets along 
with instructions. Target casting like this will, always, add to a better experience on the stream. The RSCC is a start of a club- 
a casting club with opportunities for everyone to have fun.       Lets travel back a few years and cast with the best of them 
at a 1902 championship fly casting tourney.  Work with me here... this is before cell phones and thumb games on the IPOD.

The great fly-casting tournament for the 
world's championships, held under the au spic-
es of the San Francisco Fly-Casting Club, at Stow 
Lake, Golden Gate Park, this city, on August 
8-9, was the most successful affair of the kind 
recorded in the annals of the sport. Two world's 
records were broken under very unfavorable 
conditions, while the general performance w.as 
so uniformly good, that in the light (5 oz.) rod 
distance-casting event, for instance, only two of 
the twelve contestants fell a trifle short of the 
world's record; one equaled it and nine smashed 
it beyond recognition, the winner, Mr. Walter D. 
Mansfield of the San Francisco Club, put ting 
the record mark 34% feet higher than that pro-
ficient veteran with the split bamboo, Reuben 
C. Leonard, was ever able to do in his palmiest 
days. Leonard did 95 feet flat; Mansfield raised 
it to 129 1/2!
     In the distance-casting with heavy rods, not 
exceeding 11 feet in length, Mr. Mans field again 
put the record mark so high during the team 
contest between the Eastern and Western Clubs 
that it is doubtful if it will ever be approached by 
more than a half dozen men for years to come. 
His record cast, made during most trying con-
ditions, was 134 feet, and only bad luck in the 
matter of obstinately opposing high cross winds, 
which drifted his leader backward at the critical 
moment, prevented his adding at least six feet 
more to his phenomenal record. It was the opin-
ion of all who were present that, under favorable 

conditions, Mr. Mansfield can do between 140 
and 150 feet, and that at least two men of the 
local club. Messrs. J. B. Kenniff and H. C. Gol-
cher, can uncomfortably crowd the new world's 
record if wind and weather serve.
     Among the visiting sportsmen who made an 
indelible impression upon their coast brethren 
were H. G. Hascall, F. N. Peet and W. F. Church 
of Chicago, with that prince of good fellows,  
“Uncle" John Waddell of Grand Rapids, at their 
back. It is doubtful if any other quartet of men 
on earth embody in themselves more good hu-
mor, sterling manliness, clean sportsmanship 
and all around good qualities than do these four 
aces of the Eastern pack. They are all of a kind, 
these four innocent looking tenderfeet, who 
came out here with a bluff at fly-casting for the 
express purpose of stealing our affections—and, 
be it said to their everlasting credit, they got 
away with the goods! That they incidentally got 
away with an as sorted job lot of silver mugs, 
diamonds and other merchandise, is a minor 
consideration. We wanted them to have the 
whole outfit; what we are sore, at is their get-
ting away. California is the only logical dwelling 
place for that kind of critters and it's a sin not to 
have them permanently on our range.
     The contest was an exceedingly enjoyable one, 
as much from the great bonhomie of the par-
ticipants as from the wonderful skill displayed. 
To an ordinary dub trout-fishing fly-caster like 
myself, it was also a wonder fully instructive 
one. Without going into details (which lack of 
space deny) I believe I can safely affirm! that the 
witnessing of this exhibition was a liberal educa-
tion to dozens of good fellows who, like myself, 
learned to their surprise that it was possible to 
successfully "dry fly" fish with a line twice as 
long as the ordinary trout reel will hold. What 
caught me most forcibly was the exhibition of 
accurate delicacy with which in Event No. 1 of 
the second day, every man- jack of these fancy 
casters put his fly just where it would do the 
most good, and that, too, with no more distur-
bance of the water or fuss in the air, than is cre-
ated by the dropping of a bit of willow catkin 
fluff. I'd hate to be a trout when that crowd goes 
fishing!

        Personally I was not much impressed with 
the " accuracy " event of the first day. For the life 
of me I can't see anything remark able in being 
able to fire a wad of leader- just where it ought to 
go I'll admit- with a splash that would scare the 
spots oft a trout. That kind of work is of no value 
in practical fishing- unless you're after sharks- 
and to my mind detrimentally affects a man's 
delicacy. Not being justified by any practical 
value, it should be cut out of tournament work 
altogether, except when scored in combination 
with delicacy.
       The matter of "style" is also one which sticks 
in my craw. The rule in tournaments seems to be 
that a fellow must be a sort of piscatorial Adonis 
in order to escape de merits on his score. As the 
rule defines it: "Style . . . consists in the grace 
and ease of the contestant on the platform, and 
includes his dry-fly cast, his back cast and the 
manner in which he extends his line."
      So! and what value- outside of tournaments- 
invests this pretty posing? Does it help a man 
to catch fish, and if so, why? Has salmo mykiss, 
or irideus- or whatever his hind name be- have 
such an aesthetic love for To Kalon (...the call 
beauty- ED.) that he would rather rise to a fly 
gracefully and easily splashed over his nose by a 
dude in a dress suit, with axle grease on his hair, 
than to one thrown with uncouth delicacy and 
precision by a farmer in torn overalls and hay-
seed in his locks, with joints so clumsy that they 
creak when he moves, and actions so awkward 

THE WORLD’S CHAMPIONSHIP FLY-CASTING TOURNAMENT
by A. Plain Fisherman
Western Field Magazine • 1902

CHAMPION -
W. D. MANSFIELD

F. H. REED
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that he is afraid to look at his own reflection in 
the water? So long as a fellow's fly lights dain-
tily at the exactly correct spot to catch a trout's 
fancy, what odds to creel and sport does "style" 
in getting it there make? I am asking for infor-
mation out of admittedly dense ignorance and 
will be glad to be en lightened.
     But to my muttons again! There was about 
$1500 worth of prizes distributed to the winners 
in this tournament, the principal trophies being 
a $125 loving cup presented by W. R. Hearst, 
Esq., and another presented by Shreve & Co., of 
this city. The first was awarded on the best indi-
vidual general average to Champion Mansfield, 
while the second was gobbled up by the Chicago 
Club in consequence of the excellent work done 
by their team, Peet and Hascall in the team con-
tests. Other valuable prizes included diamond 
medal first prizes, the Western Field diamond 

trophy (which went to Hascall) and a lot of valu-
able rods, reels and other plunder, dear to the 
angler's heart.
      One of the best bestowed things, to my 
mind, was the elegant diamond souvenir badge, 
unanimously voted Captain H. Battu of the 
home club, in recognition of long and unselfish 
services loyally and faithfully per formed. Bat's 
genuine embarrassment was worth the whole 
price of admission! He gasped like a trout out 
of water, and had just about as much to say; 
when he did get his line out of snarl, however, 
he landed the whole school by a single gesture. 
There was no need of words.
      Church of Chicago was an oratorical rev ela-
tion at the banquet which closed the affair. If the 
flies he casts are as seductive as his words, it is 
a wonder that there is a trout left in Eastern wa-
ters. Peet said things, too, and then "Uncle John" 

gave us the consummating rap on our risibili-
ties. It was a great function. During the evening 
a national organization of anglers was formed. 
The new body was named the American Fly-
Casters' Association and the following officers 
were elected: President, Walter D. Mansfield; 
Vice-President, John Waddell; Secretary, Alex T. 
Vogelsang; Treasurer, F. N. Peet; Directors— H. 
G. Hascall, W. G. Church, Colonel E. C. Fox, C. 
B. Kelsey, C. S. Wheeler and C. G. Young. Com-
mittee on Laws—P. J. Tormey, H. G. Hascall, F. 
N. Peet, C. B. Kelsey, John Waddell and the Rev. 
C. A. Lippincott, of Grand Rapids, Mich.

JOHN WADDELL MANSFIELD H. C. GOLCHER F. N. PEET

Rio Salada Casting Club
More info, catch Larry Allen at: Flatsman@cox.net

RIO SALADA CASTING CLUB...Dateline: Saturday, February 27, 2016

The sun was out as some of our DFC Trout Bums gathered for 
another round of target casting along with fly casting instruc-
tions. The day welcomed a few new casters honing in on skills 
to be used for their next fly fishing trip. We are looking forward 
to the next RSCC Meet-Up in April. 



Desert Fly Casters

March 1st UPDATE - Support for the Lees Ferry Rainbow Trout Fishery 
Suggestions for Comments on the 

Draft Glen Canyon Dam Long Term Experimental Plan
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Background 
More than 3 years in the making, the Bureau of Reclamation, which manages Glen Canyon Dam, and the National Park Service, which manages the 
lands in the Colorado River corridor, recently released for public review the Long Term Experimental and Management Plan Draft EIS (LTEMP EIS) 
which will determine how Glen Canyon Dam will be operated for next 15-20 years.  
     To help assure that the LTEMP will benefit the Lees ferry rainbow trout fishery and other environmental values a coalition of sportsmen and con-
servation organizations including DFC members, and the AZGFD have worked long and hard to influence the direction and content of the EIS. Last 
August, the group finalized the Lees Ferry Recreational Trout Fishery Recommendations:  the voice of Lees Ferry Recreational Anglers, Guides and 
Businesses.   The Recommendations are consistent with and will benefit many other Colorado River resource values below Glen Canyon Dam including 
humpback chub recovery, sand conservation, hydropower generation, and cultural resource protection.  
Please Get Involved!
     A lot of DFC Trout Bums have already attended public meetings in Flagstaff and Tempe to learn more about the actual contents of the EIS and what 
it will affect.  There are many good points to the EIS, but the information affecting trout is scattered through the enormous document.
    The EIS is still subject to change as public and cooperating agency comments are gathered, right up to April 7th.
     Our main message is that the EIS should more strongly and clearly recognize the Lees Ferry recreational trout fishery as a highly valued resource and 
a financial mainstay of the small community of Marble Canyon and northern Coconino County.  The Trout Fishery should have its own section of the 
EIS, to make those analyses, information, and the action points clear and accessible.

The major actions recreational anglers support are: 
•  Weekend steady flow releases from Glen Canyon Dam intended to improve the productivity of the aquatic food base (in conjunction with repatriating 
the Lees Ferry reach with native aquatic invertebrates such as mayflies and caddis flies) should be tested sooner, rather than later.
•  More emphasis should be placed on conducting high flow experiments in the spring (as opposed to the fall) to enhance the aquatic food base, im-
prove trout survival/recruitment when needed, and benefit other resources in the Grand Canyon.
•  Trout management flows should be carefully tested as a tool to help improve the quality and stability of the rainbow trout fishery and enhance recov-
ery of the endangered humpback chub.  The population levels and condition of the various year classes of RBT should be carefully established as part 
of those tests.
•  An action plan should be developed to respond to low dissolved oxygen conditions that are lethal to rainbow trout in Lees Ferry, and
Means of providing water temperature control should be considered, planned for and implemented at Glen Canyon Dam to maintain a water tempera-
ture regime that will support both a healthy trout and native fish population in Lees Ferry and downriver.
    And the Rainbow Trout Fishery should have its own section in the EIS.
    More detail on these and other recommendations is available in the Lees Ferry Recreational Trout Fishery Recommendations report.  
    The draft EIS is available on the internet at: http://ltempeis.anl.gov/. 
     Written comments can be submitted in an online Form on that same website.
     Written comments will be accepted ONLY until April 7, 2016.
For more information contact:
John Hamill,       
Arizona Field Representative     
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership  
Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited
jhamill@trcp.org 
Joe Miller, 
DFC Conservation Chair, and
Arizona Council of Trout Unlimited
jam@prairietriz.com

CONSERVATION UPDATE
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See ya Wednesday...

March 9, 2016

APRIL  OUTING
Seneca Lake • April 23, 2016 

+PLUS+ Upper Lake Mary for Pike
Catch: Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com for more info

MAY OUTING
White Mountains, Becker Lake • May 13-15, 2016

Catch: Gentry Smith at design@gentrysmith.com for more information.




